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Steve happens fo be one of thege locally based
entreprensurs | falked about, *| was always confident that
Bak would recovar within 2 years” he-ioid me cver a ooffes
in Serers Garden Yilla, one of fis seven private villas, A
K by birth, he enjoved 8 sucos
up in Ball ol

career in the hotel

the Hard Rock

o, when Steve want solo in 2000 and left hes proper
the hatel, why did he call his new cormpany ' Seneng
“Serene is a wond that is synonymous with Bak; in

its people, its culbure and s cutlock on life. It's

l-'.l'.-ll'l:J axquired 3 slhip af land in Sem rl:fklk'a. Jalan
Drupadi, Sleve and hs partrers sel aboul crealing an
exchzve villa enclave consisting of three 3-badroam, teo
2-bedroom and two T
challenge with this groject was 1o ulilise the spaca Inwhat
was quite a rarroe piot of land. 'We had to be very creative
about mapemizing the flow batwean indoor end cutdoor
‘With & wadth of 25 metnes Stave did a great job.
oooupying an average spaoe of only 460 squane
, each of t
e alsn vEry different; *We ried e
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ug Lising a rich orange colour more than anything elée- To
me this orenge is a rademark colour for Bal, you see i
particulary in Hirdu cullunzs” explained Sleve, as ha
ponied forumemsus bight orange scatter cushions.

He sngaged lhe Triadi Group to construct Serene
Willas i are tusted developers and responsible for
some of the mesl spectaculsr private properly on the
Island. Hawing res arched many properies during our
preparation phase, | found that uniess professionally bult,
We wented

homes in ihe roplcs detercrabe very quickly.
b wearks wilhy a condracter who understood which matenals
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wark best and | must say we are vary happy with the
result,”

The vilas were completed in bwo slages and each
villa ook abaut bvehee manths to completes. "Thon’t bedewe
anmyone who says you can deliver a furn-key property in
under twehe menths® Steve insisted, "once you e sorfed
out the IMB. (building lcense), worked around the rain
and fwed afl the snags, it's impossible to do a quaity job
inunder a year.”

| asked him whether anything had gone wiong during
the constnuection phase, *Mothing major, bul be prepared
for the unespected: insufficient electricity from PLN
(Indonesian Electricity Board); drainage and coping with
the heavens cpening, all things which are easy to
underestimate here in Bali.”

What about bullding matesials? |5 thare anything which
you would replace? “We deliberately used alang-atarg
thatched roofing because It is & matesial which fitted in
with our 'serene’ concepl; is ethric, cocl and creales a
castawsy holidsy feel, bul & hindsight, wou can achieve
the same effec using iron-woed shingle files and avoid
the main pittals of alang-alang; which is that alang-alang
doesn't [ast for ever and you heve to freat it regulary for
Lriagys.®

The single mast mportant piece of advice Steve offers
bt 1o doweth the longewily of bulldng matenials, “Because
il the axtreme heat and hegey rain it's important to go
st raterial which doesn't detedorate quickh, | can't bed

wau howw mzny old and tired ieoking villas 1've visited to be
toid that “aciusily we built it only bwe years aged”, You really
mave o baald wath ke mamienance in mind, avoid matenals
which require a lot of effort and up-kesp.”

Sleve's personal fawourite area in the villas is the
bathrooms, “we've just re-fitted all of the bathrooms
because in the past teo years new options for bathroom
fittings and fumishings appeared cn the market which,
waran't there in 2002 whan we started”, He is relerring fo
1he new modem stainiass steel teps and rain-drop shower
heads which compliment the existing large: lerrazn fubs,
et feedback on cur bathiubs is terific, they love tham!”

Wiiih his background in the hospitality Business i is not
surprising that Steve operates Serene Vilas just like a fie
slhar batel, "We are aimmng w0 emuliie the service element
aof a lusury hotel by ofienng cheds, concienge service and

Bali's best villas
¥

personalised amerifies. In addition to high levels of senvice
of course we are &lso asell calerng ervronment, soguosts
get an option not available in te big chaim hotelz.”

Aright ot Serene Vilag |5 veny reagsonablke, just LESEED
per parson when 6 adults share a three bedroom vila in
the low seascn, going up to LIS$34 per person In the pealk
SeREsOn.

Steve wanted to tell me aboui some of the ather
conclesge senices ayalable al the vilks, but vou'ne st
guing 1o have to book 2 Serene Villa to find out what
they are becayse he kicked me outl His groep from
Australia had just checked in and they wanted fo siar
their holiday. &

Al least | was epected serenely. See you next month.

woarw.sarenevilla.com

woany triadiball. com



